U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

May 9, 2018 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1359955-000 
Subject: GREENBERG, JACK 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Title 5, United States 
Code, Section 552. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, with the 
appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are 
marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

r (b)(i) 


r (b)(7)(A) 

r (d)(5) 

r (b)( 2 ) 


r (b)(7)(B) 

r a)® 

r (b)(3) 


17 (b)(7)(C) 

r (k)(i) 



W (b)(7)(D) 

r (k)( 2 ) 



r (b)(7)(E) 

r (k)(3) 



r (b)(7)(F) 

r (k)(4) 

r (b)(4) 


r (b)(8) 

r (k)(5) 

r (b)(5) 


r (b)(9) 

r (k)(6) 

P (b)(6) 



r (k)(7) 


54 pages were reviewed and 54 pages are being released. 

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other 
Government Agency (ies) [OGA], 

This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 

We are consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 
when the consultation is completed. 

r 

In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the 
existence of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is 
limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is 
given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 








The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 


You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may 
submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following 
website: https://foiaonline.requlations.qov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you 
submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis(a>nara.qov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public 
Liaison by emailing foipaquestionstatfbi.qov . If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the 
subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number 
assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 


the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main 
file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main 
investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, 
and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 


Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


The enclosed documents represent the final release of information responsive to your FOIA request. This 
material is being provided to you at no charge. 

For your additional information, a record that may be responsive to your FOIA request has been transferred 
to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). You may desire to direct a request to NARA, 8601 
Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the file number 157-HQ-1659, 100-ME-4105, 157- 
BA-833 (all volumes except volume 1, which was destroyed). 

Records (157-BA-833, volume 1), which may be responsive to your FOIA request, were destroyed on an 
unknown. Since this material could not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record 
retention and disposal is carried out under the supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA), Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301 and Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 12, Sub¬ 
chapter B, Part 1228. The FBI Records Retention Plan and Disposition Schedules have been approved by the 
United States District Court for the District of Columbia and are monitored by NARA. 





EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement puiposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement puiposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO: DIRECTOR, AMD SAC8 ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, 

MEW ORLEANS. 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (157-00*)(?) / 

RE: PLOT TO ASSASjSlMpK MARTIM LUTHER KIMGiMD JACK 

SHEBMB£a3^rMTQ«IET, MAACP, MAY SEVENTEEN, / <? d, </ 


MOP. RM. 

,q'S RE MIAMI TEL MAY FOUR LAST CAPTIONED QUOTE SIDNEY 
C. BOSSES, RM END QUOTE, AND MOBILE AXBXEL MARCH TWEHTYFIVE 
LAST, CAPTIONED QUOTE NOAH JEFFERSON CARDOI, RM END QUOTE. 
SIDNEY C. BARNES UNEXPECTEDLY CONTACTED |~ 

[ instant AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING: 

DEPARTED MIAMI BY PQA EARLY APRIL TWENTY FOUR LAST 
AND VENT TO MOBILE, ALABAMA, PASCAGOULA AND GULFPORT, MISS., 
RETURNED MIAMI MAY TWO LAST. 


1 - Miami 
1 » Chmrlotf (AM) 
l • J«ck*«AVilU (AM) 

1 - RMKviUt (AM) 

1 f lit tU Rack (AM) 

H—phi • (AM) 

I * Scvauh (Mi) 

I • Yaap* (AM) 

I - Nov York (AM) « 114 

m"~ -fsVk. 


SEARCHED ...^jUn.INDEXED , 
SERIALIZED ..jLlmtED . 

T>/iAY 7 


'4' ^ 




□ 

/>r< 

■V 

r-1 


M 


li (w 












STATED SEVERAL OCCAMOtt SELECT® Hi MOBILE FOE 
ASHED MU TO SB 8TAT10MSD OH MAT H Y D MI UXT WHXSE MAKTIH 
LUTHER KXHQ AMP JACK GUSSBKaO, ATTOWKT FOE MAAGF, Alt 
SCfflDUID TO STEAK. AMD MU TO DU HIGH F0WK1KD X1FU8, 
CASSIUS, OOIU WXAFOMS AU BATE OWKES TO KILL KXMG AMD 
OSSSUSaO. AMD MU AU TO FSOTBCT AMD ASSIST EACH OTHEE 
TO SSCAFK. STATU OOTEUOE WALLACE WOULD MOT LET AMYOHS QUOTE 


QUOTE IF CAUGHT. 








STATED MAT, SIXTY FOOD, AS DATS QUOTE PATRIOTS IMD QUOTE, 
TO MOVE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IB A MOVE TO TAKE THE COUNTRY 
SACK FROM THE QUOTE JEWS END QUOTE. STATED NEGROES AW SO 
PROBLEM AS JEWS ASE PUSHING THE MCGRO TO INTEGRATE. 

STATED TEST ARE VBNJONG WITH WILLIAM POTTER, GALS, 

AID DOCTOR WESLEY SWIFT OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

ADVISED CARDER AMD GAAR HAD BEER ARRESTED IB 
POSSESSION OF TWO CARBINES AND OB RIFLE, ORE OF THE CARBINES 
HAVING BEEN CONVERTED TO A MACHINE GUN. THEY WERE 
STOPPED BY AUTHORITIES BECAUSE OF A BURNED OUT TAIL LIGHT ON 


CAR. CAR WAS LOADED WITH SUGAR TO BE USED AT A STILL. STATED 


THEIR ATTORNEY 


WHO HAS HIS OFFICE IN 



STATED MSB 


SACKING CARDEN AND GAAR II OPERATION OF STILL TO PUT UP SEVEN 


HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS FOR ATTORNEY FEES THIS WEEK AND SHOULD 


HE FAIL TO COME BP WITH THE MONEY HE MAY BE KILLED. 







BUSHES SUGGESTED BO ADDITIONAL MEETINGS, STATED 
THEY SHOULD MOT SB tZU TOGETHER AMD TO FORGET AND SOT 
RESEAT TO ANYONE THKLK CONVERSATION. 

1 DOTED BASSES ACTED 8WICI00S AMD NERVOUS 


DURING CONTACT WHICH 81 HAD MOT FREVIOUSLY DISPLAYED. IAMBS 
ADVISED HE LIFT TBS CABBZMS OBTAINED XM MIAMI WITH CARDED 
AMD GAAR.I 


ADVISED HE HAS MO FURTHER IMFORHATZOM 


REGAJPHG AMT OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AS FURMISHSD TO HIM ST 


_118 CHARACTERIZED AS HAVING FURNISHED 

RELIABLE INFORMATION XI TIB FAST AMD XM ADDITION, DCFORMATSDM 
WHICH COULD NOT BE VERIFIED ON CORROBORATED. IM ORDER TO 
EVALUATE THE ABOVE IMF08MATXQN, THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 
SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY CONDUCTED* 

ATLANTA DETERMINE IF MASTIH LUTHER KING AND JACK 

QUMamm have meeting scheduled mgbils, mat seventeen meet. 


b7D 


b7D 






■Pt OXUU0 


mt maaa 

CAtDOf A0 MBS AMD IP GOBI 
ALL OFFICES BCSIVHC 

Awunaamo asd hoiil* aw hi 


Arm XYAL0AT1CH a 












ALL OFFICES BSQUSSTXD TO *1 MOST CIRCUMSPECT 
THE ABOVE UffOBMATZOM AMD PROTECT MIAMI SOlfcCI. 


LUM BEING SUBMITTED. 








In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
May 6, 1964 


Res PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP) 
MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17, 1964 


Reference is made to a previous communication 
dated April 6, 1964, at Miami, Florida, captioned 
" Sidney C. Barnes ". 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past and in addition has furnished information 
which could not be verified or corroborated, advised as 
follows. 

On April 27, 1964, he was unable to contact 
Sidney C. Barnes during the weekend of April 25 - 26,- 1964. 
The source was advised by Mrs. Barnes that she would 
notify the source as soon as she heard from her husband. 

She did not indicate where her husband had gone. 

During the week of April 27, 1964, spot checks 
were made of Barnes* residence by agents of the Miami 
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Bairnes* 
1955 Pontiac was not observed. His car was observed at 
his home on the afternoon of May 5, 1964. 

On May 4, 1964, Sidney Barnes telephonically 
contacted the source advising that he had just returned 
home and would meet with the source on May 7, 1964. 


On May 5, 1964, the same source advised that 
he was unexpectedly contacted by Sidney C. Barnes at 
9:30 A. M. on May 5, 1964. At this time Barnes furnished 
the following information! 

He stated he left Miami, Florida, in his per¬ 
sonally owned automobile early on the morning of April 
24, 1964, and visited Mobile, Alabama, Pascagoula, and 
Gulfport, Mississippi, and returned to Miami, Farida-, 
on May 2, 1964. 


_1-Ncl<!4 Jc/YaJ' 


imi, F^prid 

FILED .Ad/ 

















Re: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING; ET AL 


While in Mobile he attended a speech by 
Alabama Governor George Wallace on April 27, 1964, 
where he passed out anti-Jewi sh literature with Noah 
Jeffer son Carden, Horace Gaar J 
I j first name believed to be I I and other 

people from the National States Rights. Party. 


A characterization of the National States 
Rights Party is attached hereto and sources therein 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


Barnes described 


as a minister who is„ 


head of-the National States Rights Party (NSRP), Mobile, 
Alabam a, and tha t he* Barnes, spent two nights at the 
home of] 


Barnes advised that John Kasper, Edward Fields, 
J. B. Stoner and other NSRP members will hold a meeting 
and make speeches inllobile, Alabama, on May 15, 1964. 

The source advised that John Kaspe r. Jis a 
race agitator whose true name is Frederick John Kasper, 

Jr. . Kasper was active in the White Citizens Council, 
Washington, D. C„, and traveled extensively from 1955 • 
through 1958. He was reportedly residing in Nashville, 
Tennessee, about 1958 when he was arrested on a charge 
of inciting a riot. The source advised that Edward Fields 
resides in Birmingham, Alabama, and is the information 
director of the NSRP. J. B. Stoner resides in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and is the attorney for the NSRP. 


Regarding the meeting in Mobile, Barnes stated 
that several locations have been selected for armed men 
to be stationed on' May 17, 1964, when Martin Luther King 
and Jack Greenberg, reported to be an attorney for the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) from New York, are scheduled to speak. The armed 
men will be equipped with high-powered rifles, carbines, 
and other weapons and have orders to kill King and 
Greenberg. He advised that the armed men are to protect 
and assist each other to escape. He stated that Governor 
George Wallace would not let anyone "burn" if apprehended 
by authorities. 


b6 
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Re: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING; ET AL 


Barnes related that May, 1964, is the date 
"patriots" are to move throughout the country to take 
the country back from the "Jews”. He stated that the 
Negroes are not a problem as the Jews are pushing the 
Negroes to integrate. 

Barnes advised that they are working closely 
with William Potter Gale and Dr. Wesley Swift from the 
Los Angeles, California area. Gale and Swift are asso¬ 
ciated with the Christian Knights of the Invisible Empire, 
also known as the Ku Klux Klan. 

A characterization of this "Lx ...A.. .. Klan is attached 
hereto and sources therein have furnished reliable informa¬ 
tion in the past. 

Concerning Noah Carden and Horace Gaar, Barnes 
advised that they had been arrested in possession of two 
carbines and one rifle, one of the carbines having been 
converted to a machine gun. They were stopped by authori¬ 
ties because of a burned out taillight on their car. 

Their car was loaded with sugar to be used in a still. 

He reported that th eir attorney is l 

~||who has his office in| j 

I Barnes stated the man backing Carden and 
Gaar in the operation of the illegal still is to put up 
$750.00 for attorney fees during this weeko*-..'. and should 
he fail to come up with the money he may be killed. 

Barnes suggested to the source that they have 
no additional meetings and that they should not be seen 
together and the source is to forget".and not repeat to 
anyone their conversation. 

The source noted that Barnes acted suspicious 
and nervous during this contact which he had not previously 
displayed. Barnes advised that the carbine rifle he 
obtained in Miami was left with Carden and Gaar. 

The source advised that he has no further infor¬ 
mation regarding any of the subject matter as furnished 
by Barnes. 


b6 
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Re: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING; ET AL 


The following is set forth concerning a previous 
contact between the same source and Barnes. 

On February 17, 1964, Barnes stated he had a 
15 shot carbine which he had obtained through Fort 
Me Clelland, Alabama, and would like to obtain- another 
carbine for a friend in Alabama. On the same date Barnes 
said that after the Birmingham bombing Martin Luther King 
threatened to come to Mobile, Albama, to integrate and 
to put on demonstrations as he did in Birmingham. Barnes 
stated "We were waiting on him to come and had he come 
to Mobile they were going to kill him even if it meant 
killing r. government officials who were protecting King". 

In addition Barnes said that Dr. Wesley Swift 
and William Potter Gale are moving fast in California. 

He stated they have formed a group known as the Christian 
Defense League with the main purpose of raising funds for 
the use of "patriots". While discussing Gale and Swift, 
Barnes predicted there will be some killings of "big Jews” 
which will take place at the same time in various parts 
of the United States. Barnes did not elaborate on this 
statement. 


On February 14, 1964, Barnes informed the source 
that he was very anti-Semitic and stated there is only 
one solution and that is to kill the leaders of the "big 
Jews* organizations". 


Barnes specifically referred to the Anti- 
Defamation League ig® one of the organizations. 


On May 5, 1964, 

Miami, Florida, was furnished the above 


4 


lllth INTC Group, 
nformation. 


The above information has also been furnished 
to the Miami Police Department and, through them, to the 
Florida State Attorney*s'office, Miami, Florida. 
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APPENDIX 


1 . 


NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY 


On November 26, 1957, a source advised that the 
United White Party (UWP) was organized at a convention held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, on November 10, 1957. An article 
in the November 26, 1957, issue of the "Greenville Piedmont," 
a newspaper of Greenville, South Carolina, reported that a 
"Ku Klux Klan spokesman of Greenville reported the recent 
formation of a new political party to be known as the United 
White Party." According to the article, the party was formed 
at. a recently held meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, at which 
many Klansmen were represented. The UWP was reported as being 
opposed to all "race mixing organizations and individuals." 

The July, 1958, issue of "The Thunderbolt,” 
self-described as the "official Racial Nationalist Organ 
of the National States Rights Party" (NSRP) reported that 
rank and file "States Righters" had merged with the UWP 
under "the banner of the National States Rights Party," 
with national offices at Post Office Box 261, Jeffersonville, 
Indiana. 


In November, 1958, a source advised that the NSRP 
is composed of past members of the Ku Klux Klan and notorious 
anti-Semites. 

Issue No. 19, dated June, 1960, "The Thunderbolt" 
announced the address of the headquarters of the NSRP had 
been changed from Jeffersonville, Indiana, to Post Office 
Box 783, Birmingham, Alabama. 

On June 17, 1960, a source advised that EDWARD 
R. FIELDS, the Information Director of the NSRP, is the 
individual who "runs the NSRP." 

"The Thunderbolt" continues to publish articles 
attacking Negroes and persons of the Jewish faith. 



APPENDIX 
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CHRISTIAN KNIGHTS OF THE IN$I§*IBLE EMPIRE, 
Also Known as the Ku Klux klan 


On November 4, 1964, a source advised that the 
organization known as the Christian Knights of the Invisible * 
Empire (CKIE) held its first meeting at Lancaster, California, 
on October 19, 1963. The source stated that the meeting was 
presided over by Wesley Albert Swift and. that approximately 
thirty-eight members were inducted. The source stated that 
Swift explained to those present that the organization was 
actually the Ku Klux Klan, but since the Klan was regarded as 
illegal, they would call themselves the Christian Knights 
of the Invisible Empire. 


According to the source, Swift explained the objec¬ 
tives of the organization as being to preserve the Constitution 
of the United States and the white race and to fight communism. 
Members of this organization were issued cloth robes and 
white hoods with eye holes, the robes bearing on the breast a 
round blue shield and encircling a red c^pss. Members were 
urged to wear sidearms to all meetings. ' ^ 

The source further stated that while William Potter 
Gale is the California State Leader of the CKIE and Wesley 
Albert Swift ranks as the second functionary or Chaplain, 

Swift is, in effect, the real-power in the CKIE. 


_ On November 5. 1963, a second source stated that 

a local leader of the. CKIE in b6 

| had made plans indicating his intention to burn b7c 

a television shop operated by a Negro at Quartz Hill (Lan- b7D 

caster), California. 


On November 1^, 1963, the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lancaster, California Substation, advised 
that on that date a television repair shop belonging to 
this Negro man was burned by the use of ’’Molotov” cocktails 
at Quartz Hill (Lancaster), California, and that their investi- 
gation r eflected that the fire was most probably set by 
_and another close associate,! 


b6 
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The first source advised on November 17, 1963, 
that the headquarters of the CKIE was then at Swift’s 
home, located at 44616 North Fig Street, Lancaster, Cali¬ 
fornia. This source advised on January 8, 1964, however, that 
Gale may entirely take over the OKIE at Lancaster, Cali¬ 
fornia, and in this event the new headquarters would be located 
at Gale’s home, located at 1840 West Avenue K, Lancaster, 
California. 


6 





*1 


• t 

-/ A y 
* » ~ 


Re: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING; ET AL 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conc lusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are hot to be distributed outside your agency. 
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F B I 


Date: 5/6/ 64 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




L_ 


TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MIAMI (157-1013) ( P ) 


PLOT TO ASSASSINATE 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, 
ATTORNEY, NAACP, 
MOBILE, ALA,, 5/17/64 
RM 


00: Mobile 


Re Miami teletype to Bureau, 5/5/ 64; Mobile teletype 
to Bureau, 5/5/64, and summary report of SA | I 


dated 4/6/64, at Miami, entitled "SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 
aka. - RM", and Mobile airtel to Bureau, 3/25/64, captioned 
"NOAH JEFFERSON CARDEN - RM", 00: Mobile. * 


Mobile designated origin inasmuch as plot to 
assassinate KING arid GREENBERG to take place Mobile, Ala. 


3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
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~ECPT 

(43) 


Bureau (Enc. 8) 

Atlanta (Enc. 2) 
Birmingham (Enc. 2) 
Charlotte (Enc. 2) 
Jacksonville (Enc. 2) 
Little Rock (Enc. 2) 

Los Angeles (Enc. 2) 
Louisville (Enc. 2) 
Mobile (Enc. 2) .. 

Memphis (Enc. 2 )VaV~ 
Newark (Enc. 2) 

New York (Enc. 2) 

New Orleans (Enc. 2) 
Knoxville (Enc. 2) 
Richmond (Enc. 2) 

Norfolk (Enc. 2) 

Savannah (Enc. 2) 

Tampa (Enc. 2) 

WFO (Enc. 2) 

Miami (1 - 157-918) (1 - 
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Approved: 


Sent 


.M 
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Spec ial Agent in Charge 
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MM 157-1013 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (LHM) dated and captioned as above. 
Two copies each are furnished to listed.-cffices. 

Two copies of the LHM are being furnished to 
U. S. Secret Service, Miami, Fla. 


Sourc 


Police Department. 


used in LHM is 
ho is an Informant of the Miami, Fla. 


b7D 


Detective 
Police D 
Detective 


Information s et forth in LHM was furnished to 


f 


ent, by [ 


Intellige nce Unit, Miami, Fla. 

on 5/5/64. On 5/5/64 


furnished oy 


advised t he Miami Office that the Information 


_]was being furnished tp RICHARD. GERSTEIN, 

Florida State Attorney, who maintains close contact with the 
Anti-Defamation League, Miami, Fla. 


b7D 


For information of offices who have not previously 
received information on captioned matter or have not received 
rerep, the following is set forth. 



SIDNEY CROCKETTE-BABNES. white male, born 1/ 2/05. 
. Nashville t ~~Tenn. ." resides witiPwife, PAULINE. .3025 S. W. 

19th St., Miami. He has one daughter, BONNIE ANN BARNES, 
sT senior student at Mississippi College, Clinton, Miss. 

BARNES employed as painter and h as also-worked as a salesman. 


JMiami; NOAH CARDEN, Mobile, 


Associates include __ 

Ala.; Rear Admiral JOHN G. CROMMELIN, Montgomery, iAla.; 
WILLIAM POTTER GALE and Dr. WESLEY SWIFT, both residents 
of Lancaster, Calif. BARNES operates 1955 Pontiac, 1964 
Fla. License 1W33919. BARNES resided Mobile, Ala., during 
summer and fall of 1963. BARNES claims to have been in 
Birmingham, Ala., with others fall of 1963 to kill MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. BARNES claims he had carbine rifle while in 
Birmingham. Source described BARNES as very anti-Semitic 
and BARNES advocates killing leaders of the Anti-Defamation 
Leagua. BARNES is known to have in his possession a carbine 
rifle with marking, "Bull's Eye, Miami, Florida, #1246”. 
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On 3/25/64, the Mobile Office advised that 
NOAH JEFFERSON CARDEN and HORACE GAAR were arrested 
at Movella, Miss., 3/23/64, and charged with possession 
and operation of a still in violation of Internal 
Revenue laws and also were charged with violation of 
the National Firearms Act. Both were released on $5,000 
bond on 3/24/64. At the time of their apprehensions 
the ATTU agents found considerable racial literature 
in the house where CARDEN and GAAR were living. Some 
of the literature was anti-Semitic and anti-Negro. 

In addition the agents found several guns, including one 
M-2 carbine with folding stock, fully automatic, and 
approximately 200 rounds of carbine ammunition, as well 
as other ammunition, a night stick, gas mask and assorted 
tools. 


On 5/5/64, the Atlanta Office advised that their 
confidential sources have no information showing MARTIN 
LUTHER KING will be in Mobile on 5/17/64. Newark letter 
to Bureau dated 3/12/64, captioned "CP, USA, Negro 
Question, Communist Influence in Racial Matters - IS - C" 
and "MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. - SM - C" advised that KING 
and other officials of Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference will be in attendance at the American Baptist 
Convention, Atlantic City, N. J. The convention is from 
5/17 - 24/64; however, there is no indication the exact 
days that KING will be there. Based on KING y s past habits, 
it is believed he will be there no more than one or two days. 


On 5/5/64, fc&e Birmingham Office advised that 
they had not received any information indicating NSRP to 
hold meeting. Mobile, 5/15/64. 


On 5/5/64, the Mobile Division advised that 
Alabama Governor GEORGE WALLACE spoke before approximately 
7,000 people &t Hartwell Field, Mobile, on the night of 
4/27/64 to a psiblic meeting of the Mobile County Citizens 
Council. LEONARD WILSON, Jasper, Ala., Executive Secretary, 
Citizens Councils of Alabama, was also speaker on the 


HMobile Police Department, 
The speech and advised that 


program. 

Intelligence Officer, attended 
the only type literature distributed was political litera¬ 
ture relating to election in Alabama held 5/5/6;4. He 
stated he did not seen CARDEN although he looked for him 
and for persons distributing any type hate literature. 
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|_|has advised that in recent past, literature 

has been distributed on street in downtown Mobile bearing 
label of National States Rights Party. Birmingham, a nd 
bearing label of National stamped name| | 

Literature is anti-Jewish. l~ I b6 

Mobile Countv White Ci tizens Council which sponsored the *>7' 

WALLACE talk. I Iresidesl I 

___| unknown 

and no NSRP reported in existence in Mobile. Information 
may refer to | | who has distributed NSRP literature * 

but is not known NSRP member but active in Citizens Council, 
as above stated. 1 


As set out pg. 6, Mobile LHM dated 4/16/64, 
entitled ’’RACIAL SITUATION, MOBILE DIVISION”, news sources 
reported freedom rally to be held Mobile 5/16/64 - 5/17/64 
to commemorate 10th anniversay of school desegregation 
decision with JACK GREENBERG the main speaker. Negro leader 
JOHNL, LEFLORE, Citizens Committee, one of the groups 
sponsoring the rally, has advised GREENBERG to speak 5/17/64. 

He did not mentiop MARTIN LUTHER KING as speaker at rally 
and LEFLORE has stated on number of previous occasions that 
he does not agree with tactics of KING and would not invite 
KING to Mobile and he would be more harmful than helpful 
to Negro cause there. CARDEN and GAAR reportedly in Mobile 
area after release on bon d and reported as working with 
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LEADS 


All offices should maintain close contact with 
informants and sources regarding the plot to assassinate 
KING and GREENBERG and keep the Bureau and interested 
offices advised. 


In addition, it is noted that according to 
BARNES, the month of May is the date ’’patriots” to move 

throughout the country and to take the country b ack _ 

from the ’’Jews”. BARNES has previously informed 


that some killings of ”big Jews” will take place at the 
same time in various parts of the country. 
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Date: MAY l4, 1964 

(Type in plain text or code) 
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,j __ (Priority) 
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TO: DIRECTOR AND MOBILE 
FROM: MEMPHIS (IP) (157-393) 

PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING AND JACK GREENBERG, 
ATTORNEY, NAACP, MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN 
SIXTYFOUR/ RM. 00 MOBILE. 

REBUTEL MAY THIRTEEN LAST. 

„ ALLLLOGICAL SOURCES OF MEMPHIS DIVISION CONTACTED AND 

HAVE NO INFORMATION RE INSTANT MATTER. NO INDICATION THAT 
JOHN KASPER PLANS TO BE IN MOBILE, MAY FIFTEEN, NEXT. RUC. 

END. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MEMORANDUM 



TO: :: DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 5/12/64 

FROM : SAC, MOBIIE (157-529).( P) 

SUBJECT:- PLOT TO ASSASSINATE 

MARTIN LUTHER KING \ S 1 
AND JACK GREENBERG, 

ATTORNEY, NAACP, 

MOBILE, ala., 5 / 17/64 
RM 

(00: Mobile) 


! Reference is made to Miami airtel to the Bureau 

5/6/64 transmitting LHM. On Page 4 of referenced airtel 
Miami quotes from Mobile teletype 5/5/64 in saying thkt b6 

the Mobile County White Citizens b7c 
council which sponsored a talk at Mobile by Alabama Governor 
GEORGE WALLACE. 


The Mobile teletype of 5/5/64 as -sent to Bureau, 
Atlanta, Birmingham, New Orleans and Miami omitted one 
line from the Mobile typed copy of the teletype which read: 

_|Mobile County White Citizens Council, 

which is separate organization from Mobile County Citizens 
Council which sponsored WALLACE talk." 


The offices receiving this communication should 
make the indicated additions to Page 4 of referenced Miami 
airtel. 


2 - Bureau 
1 - Atlanta (Info) 

1 - Birmingham (Info) 

1 - Charlotte (Info) 

1 - Jacksonville (Info) 

1 - Little Rock (Info) 

1 - Los Angeles (info) 

1 - Louis,ville (Info) 

1 - Miami (157-1013)(Info) 
Memphis (Info) 

1 -'Newark (Info) 

1 - New York (Info) 

1 v- New Orleans (Info) 

1 - Knoxville (Info) 

1 - Richmond (Info) 

1,- Norfolk (Info) 

1 - Savannah (Info) 

1 - Tampa (Info) 

1 - WFO (Info) 

2 - Mobile 
JTB:gre 
( 22 ) 








Jk*' ' 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Miami, Florida 
May 13, 1964 


RE: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 
PEOPLE (NAACP) MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17, 1964 


Reference is made to a previous communication dated 
May 6, 1964, at Miami, Florida, captioned as above. 

A source who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, and in addition, has furnished information which 
cannot be verified or corroborated, advised on May 11, 1964, 
that SIDNEY C. BARNES contacted him on the evening of May 10, 
1964. BARNES advised there are no changes in the plans 
Regarding the forthcoming week end activities at Mobile, 
Alabama. BARNES said he did not plan to visit Mobile in the 
near future, however, there will be many "patriots” in Mobile 
on May 15, 1964. He also indicated that the "patriots" 
attending would not be limited to members of the National 
States Rights Party (NSRP). 

A characterization of the NSRP is attached hereto 
and sources therein have furnished reliable information in 
tha past. 


On May 11, 1964, SIDNEY C. BARNES was interviewed 
at his residence in Miami, Florida, by Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. BARNES stated he resided in Mobile 
during the summer and fall of 1963, returning to Miami in 
October, 1963, and that he has not returned to Mobile since 
that time. BARNES stated he predicted racial violence in 
the south during the coming summer and possibly within the 
next mpnth. BARNES stated he based this information on 
plans by the Negroes to create trouble in southern cities. 

££/'■«#» - £ — 
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RE: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 
JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, MOBILE* 
ALABAMA, MAY 17, 1964 


BARNES said that the white people should make plans to 
protect themselves in the event of racial violence. BARNES 
declined to elaborate on this information and did not 
indicate what cities would be involved in any racial 
demonstrations. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 





appendix 


I. 


NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY 


On November 26, 1957, a source advised that the 
United White Party (UWP) was organized at a convention held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, ^>n November 10, 1957. An article • 
in the November 26, 1957, issue of the "Greenville Piedmont*" 
a newspaper of Greenville, South Carolina, reported that a 
"Ku Klux Klan spokesman of Greenville reported the recent 
formation of a new political party to be known as the United 
White Party." According to the article, the party was formed 
at a recently held meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, at which 
many Klansmen were represented. The UWP was reported as being 
opposed to all "race mixing organizations and individuals." 

The July, 1958, issue of "The Thunderbolt," self- 
described as the "official Racial Nationalist Organ of the 
National States Rights Party" (NSRP) reported that rank and 
file "States Righters" had merged with the UWP under 
"the banner of the National States Rights Party," with 
national offices at Post Office Box 261, Jeffersonville, 
Indiana. 


In November, 1958, a source advised that the NSRP 
is composed of past members of the Ku Klux Klan and 
notorious anti-Semites. 

Issue No. 19, dated June, 1960, "The Thunderbolt" 
announced the address of the headquarters of the NSRP had 
been changed from Jeffersonville, Indiana, to Post Office 
Box 783, Birmingham, Alabama. 

On June 17, 1960, a source advised that EDWARD, 

R. FIELDS, the Information Director of the NSRP, is the 
individual who "runs the NSRP." 

"The Thunderbolt" continues to publish articles 
attacking Negroes and persons of the Jewish faith. 
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1 FBI 


Date: 5/13/64 


(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED jggL _ 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM,: SAC, MIAMI (157-1013) (P) 


PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LtiTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY , NAACP, 
MOBILE, ALA., 5/17/64 
RM ! 

(00: MOBILE) 



Transmit the following in 
Virr AIRTEL 



Re Miami air tel to Bureau. 5/6/64, and Miami 
teletype to Bureau and Mobile, 5/11/64. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of a letterhead, 
memorandum, for Mobile 2 copies and one copy each for liste 
Offices, regarding captioned matter. Copy furnished local 
Secret Service, 

Source used in the letterhead memorandum is 

- I - b7D 


3 - 
2 - 
1 - 
1 <* 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

<5>- 

i - 
i - 
i - 


Bureau (Enc-8) 

Mobile (Enc-2) 

Atlanta (Enc-1) 

Birmingham (Enc-1) 

Charlotte (Enc-1) 
Jacksonville (Enc*l) 

Little Rock (Enc-1) 

Los Angeles (Enc-1) 
Louisville (Enc-1) 

Memphis (Enc t j~'3 X 3 
Newark (Enc-1) 

New York (Enc-1) 

New Orleans (Enc-1) 


L - Knoxville (Enc-1) 

X - Richmond (Enc-1) 

1 - Norfolk (Enc-1} 

1 - Savannah (Enc-1) 

1 - Tampa (Enc-1) 

1 - Washington Field (Enc-1) 



Approved: 

\ 


Sent 


M Per 
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Special Agent in Ch arge 









In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


• • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mobile, Alabama 
May 12, 1964 


PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP) 
MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17, 1964 _ 


A source who has furnished reliable information 
in the past and, in addition, has furnished information 
which could not be verified or corroborated, advised on 
May 5s 1964, that on that date Sidney C, Barnes, 3025 
Southwest 19th Street, Miami, Florida, furnished the 
following information to source: 


He stated he left Miami, Florida, in his person¬ 
ally owned automobile early on the morning of April 24, 

1964, and visited Mobile, Alabama, Pascagoula, and Gulfport, 
Mississippi, and returned to Miami, Florida, on May 2, 1964. 


While in Mobile he attended a speech by Alabama 
Governor George Wallace on April 27, 1964, where he passed 
out anti-Je wish literature with Noah Jeffer son Carden, 
Horace Gaar. l | first name be¬ 
lieved to be | and other people from the National 

States Rights. Party (NSRP) 

A characterization of the National States Rights 
Party is attached hereto and sources therein have furn¬ 
ished reliable information in the past. 


Barnes described 


spent two nights at the home of|_ 


_who is 

and that he, Barnes, 


Barnes advised that John Kasper, Edward Fields, 
J. B. Stoner and other NSRP members will hold a meeting 
and make speeches in Mobile, Alabama, on May 15, 1964. 
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The source advised that John Kasper, Jr. is a 



b6 

b7C 









PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING; ET AL 


race agitator whose true name is Frederick John Kasper, 
Jr. Kasper was active in the White Citizens Council, 
Washington, D. C., and traveled extensively from 1955 
through 1958. He was reportedly residing in Nashville, 
Tennessee, about 1958 when he was arrested on a charge of 
inciting a riot. The source advised that Edward Fields 
resides in Birmingham, Alabama, and is the Information 
Director of the NSRP. J. B. STONER resides in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and is the attorney for the NSRP. 

Regarding Mobile^ Alabama, Barnes stated 
that several locations have been selected for armed men 
to be stationed on May 17* 1964, when Martin Luther King 
and Jack Greenberg, reported to be an attorney for the 
NAACP from New York, are scheduled to speak. The armed 
men will be equipped with high-powered rifles, carbines, 
and other weapons and have orders to kill King and 
Greenberg. He advised that the armed men are to protect 
and assist each other to escape. He stated that Governor 
George Wallace would not let anyone "burn" if apprehended 
by authorities. 

Barnes related that May, 1964, is the date 
"patriots" are to move throughout the country to take the 
country back from the "Jews." He stated that the Negroes 
are not a problem as the Jews are pushing the Negroes to 
integrate. 


Barnes advised that they are working closely 
with William Potter Gale and Dr. Wesley Swift from the 
Los'Angeles, California, area. Gale and Swift are asso¬ 
ciated with the Christian Knights of the Invisible Empire, 
also known as the Ku Klux Klan.(CKIE) 

A characterization of this Klan is attached 
hereto and sources therein have furnished reliable informa¬ 
tion in the past. 

Concerning Noah Carden and Horace Gaar, Barnes 
advised that they had been arrested in possession of two 
carbines and one rifle, one of the carbines having been 
converted to a machine gun. They were stopped by authori¬ 
ties because of a burned out taillight on their car, 

Their car was loaded with sugar to be used in a still. 

He reported that their attorney is l I 
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_ | who has his office in|_| 

| Barnes stated the man backing Carden and 
Gaar in the operation of the illegal still is to put up 
$ 750.00 for attorney fees during this week and should he 
fail to come up with the money he may be killed. 

Barnes suggested to the source that they have 
no additional meetings and that they should not be seen 
together and the source is to forget and not repeat to 
anyone their conversation. 

The source noted that Barnes acted suspicious 
and nervous during this contact which he had not previously 
displayed. Barnes advised that the carbine rifle he 
obtained in Miami was left with Carden and Gaar. 

The source advised that he has no further informa 
tion regarding any of the subject matter as furnished by 
Barnes. 


The following is set forth concerning a previous 
contact between the same source and Barnes. 

On February 17, 1964, Barnes stated he had a 
15 shot carbine which he had obtained through Fort 
McClelland, Alabama, and would like to obtain another 
carbine for a friend in Alabama. On the same date Barnes 
said that after the Birmingham bombing Martin Luther King 
threatened to come to Mobile, Alabama, to integrate and 
to put on demonstrations as he did in Birmingham. Barnes 
stated "We were waiting on him to come and had he come to 
Mobile they were going to kill him even if it meant 
killing government officials who were protecting King." 

In addition Barnes said that Dr. Wesley Swift 
and William Potter Gale are moving fast in California. 

He stated they have formed a group known as the Christian 
Defense League with the main purpose of raising funds for 
the use of "patriots." While discussing Gale and Swift, 
Barnes predicted there will be some killings of "big Jews" 
which will take place at the same time in various parts 
of the United States. Barnes did not elaborate on this 
statement. 


On February 14, 1964, Barnes informed the source 
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that he was very anti-Semitic and stated there is only one 
solution and that is to kill the leaders of the "big Jews' 
organizations." 


Barnes specifically referred to the Anti-' 
Defamation League as one of the organizations. 


The April 28, 1964, issue of the Mobile Register , 
a daily newspaper published at Mobile, Alabama, reported 
that Alabama Governor George C. Wallace had spoken the 
previous night at Hartwell Field in Mobile to more than 
7,000 persons in urging support of the independent elector 
candidates supported by Wallace in the Alabama Primary 
scheduled for May 5* 1964. The meeting was sponsored by 
the Mobile County Citizens Council and the Alabama State 
Sovereignty Commission for the stated purpose of 
raising funds to support the campaign of Governor Wallace 
in other states and an estimated $ 17 , 000.00 was contributed. 
Other speakers on the program included Probate Judge John 
Moore of Mobile and Leonard Wilson of Jasper, Alabama, 
Executive Secretary of the Citizens Councils of Alabama. 


On April 28, 1964,[ 


] 


Intelligence Unit, Mobile, Alabama, Police Department, 
advised that he had attended the speech of Governor Wallace 
the previous night and the only type of literature observed 
by him to be distributed there was of a political nature. 

He stated that in the past anti-Jewis'h literature had been’ 
distributed in downtown Mobile and he had been on the alert 
for such type of literature to be given out by persons 
attending the Wallace rally. He par ticularly had been on 
the lookout for Noah Jeff Carden and I I 

as in the past l iterature bearing the label of the NSRP 

stamped name ha d been distributed 


and also bearing,_, 

in Mobile. He is acquainted with[ 


not see either of them at the Wallace speech. 


]and Carden but did 


It is noted thatl | has previously been identi¬ 
fied publicly as I ~~lof the Mobile Co unty White 

Citizens Council ! I which is a 

separate organization from the Mobile County Citizens 
Council which sponsored the talk by Governor Wallace. 


The April 12, 1964, issue of the Mobile Press 
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Register , Sunday newspaper published at Mobile, Alabama, 
reported that a Freedom Rally would be held in Mobile May 
16 and 17 , 1964, as announced by Negro leader John L. 
LeFlore who said that the rally was to commemorate the 
tenth anniversary of the United States Supreme Court's 
school desegregation decision of May 17 , 1954. The 
article reported that the session of Saturday, May 1 6 , 

1964, would be devoted to discussions of health, education, 
jobs, voter registration and civil rights techniques. On 
Sunday, May 17 , 1964, Jack Greenberg of New York City, 
Director and Counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educa¬ 
tional Fund, would be the main speaker. 

LeFlore, who is Director of Ca^e Work for the 
Citizens Committee which is one of the sponsoring organi¬ 
zations for the Freedom Rally, advised on May 6 , 1964 that 
Greenberg is to speak on May 17 , 1964. He said, however, 
that Reverend Martin Luther King is not scheduled to speak 
at this rally and has not been invited. LeFlore has pre¬ 
viously advised on a number of occasions that his organi¬ 
zation has not felt inclined to invite Reverend King to 
Mobile as they felt that demonstrations of the type spon¬ 
sored by King were not desired. LeFlore advised that the 
Saturday session. May 1 6 , 1964, of the Freedom Rally would 
be from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with a panel discussion 
headed by several attorneys. The Sunday session will be 
from 3:00 to 5:00 or 5:30 p.m. and will consist for the 
main part of the speech by Greenberg. He said that the 
National Broadcasting Company-TV of New York City will 
photograph most of the rally of May 17 , 1964, including 
Greenberg's speech. LeFlore advised that both sessions 
of the Freedom Rally will be held at the International 
Longshoremen's Association Hall on Davis Avenue in Mobile. 


Information furnished by the source as set forth 
above concerning the alleged threats to kill King and 
Greenberg and also the allegation of the possibility of 
killing the man hanking Carden and Gaar vy as furnished on 
May 6 , 1964, to 


llntelligence 

toils inf. 9 r,ma fc ign-w.as- 


Unit, Mobile Police Department. 

also furnished on May 8 , 1964, to Agent_ 

U.S. Military Intelligence,. 2301 Grant Street, Mobile, 

-- ■ ‘ HU.S. Secret 

( advised 

that he had discussed this matter in detail with Chief of 


and on May 11 , 1964, to Agent[_ 

Service, Mobile. On May 8 , 1964,L 
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PoliceI 
McNally. 


and Police Commissioner George E. 


It Is noted that no unit of the NSRP ha s been 
repor ted in existence in Mobile area in the past. 


Jadvised on May 6 , 1964, that no official group of 


NSRP was be lieved to be in existence in Mobile but that 

referred to above, had been putting out in'the 


Mobile .area some anti- Jewish lit erature prepared by NSRP 
and on which literature 


tname 

was stamped. 

He ad 

no| 

1 in 

Mobile 


]may have meant 


On May 11, 1964, 1 j advised that he had 

just learned that on Saturday, May 9, 1964, literature had 
been distributed in certain sections of Mobile advertising 
a public meeting which was to be held at the Sage Avenue 
Armory in Mobile on the night of Friday, May 15, 1964. 

The leaflets distributed reflected that this meeting was 
a meeting of the NSRP and that the speakers would be 
Frederick J ohn Kaspe r and Edward Fields, national officers 
of the NSRP J p eels that the NSRP may picket the 

Negro Freedom Rally of May 16 and 17, 1964. 


On May 11, 1964, Negro leader John L. LeFlore 
advised that Jack Greenberg will arrive in Mobile by plane 
at 11:23 a.m.. May 17 , 1964, and will leave Mobile for New 
York by plane the same date at 10:00 p.m. 

On May 11, 1964 J |advised that the 

Mobile Police Department will provide maximum security 
for the Freedom Rally, May 16 and 17,‘1964, particularly 
on May 17 , 1964, during the time when Greenberg is in Mobile. 


On May 12, 1964£ 


^_|advised that he had 

talked to Noah Jeff Carden on the night of May 11, 1964. 
Carden told him that he and Horace Gaar had separated and 
he no longer knows Gaar’s whereabouts, indicating that 
Gaar has left Mobile. Carden informed Lami that he has 
no plans to become involved in any way with the Negro 
Freedom Day Rally scheduled for Mobile and he knows of no 
plans of anyone to interfere with the Negro meeting in any 
way. He said that if any plans were made to pic ket the 
Negro meeting such planning would be directed by 
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On May 12, 1964, . 
that morning he had spoken with[ 


advised that on 

] 


who advised him that there would be a meeting sponsored 
by the NSRP a t the Sa ge Avenue Armory on Friday night, 

advised that there would be men in 


May 15 , 1964.[ 

___• "» n _ n__ 


Bienville Square In downtown Mobile on Friday afternoon. 
May 15 , 1964, passing out literatur e and ca rrying signs 
advertising the meeting that night. f l also said that 

it was planned to have pickets at the International Long¬ 
shoremen's Association Hall on Saturday and Sunday, May 
16 and 17 , 1964, during the Freedom Rally meetings. He 
said it was also expected that there would be pickets' dur¬ 
ing this time at the Battle House Hotel in downtown Mobile 
which hotel in the past has rented rooms to Negroes and 
presumably because it can be expected that Negroes attend¬ 
ing this Freedom Rally from out of town would be staying 
at the Battle House. 


l advised that he had this date determined that 
the Battle House is completely booked up for the weekend 
of May 16 - 17 , 1964, and has no reservation for Negro 
guests and in the event any reservations were requested 
they would have to be refused for lack of space. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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APPENDIX 


NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY (NSRP) 

On November r.o, 1957, a source advised, that the 
United White Party (Ufc ergo. A *;d at a convention held 

in Knoxville, Tennessee, on November 10, 1957. An article 
in the November 26, 19573 issue of the "Greenville Piedmont", 
a newspaper of Greenville, South Carolina, reported that a 
"Ku Klux Klan spokesman of Greenville reported the recent 
formation of a new political party to be known as the United 
White Party". According to the article, the party was formed 
at a recently held meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, at which 
many Klansmen were represented. The UWP was reported as being 
opposed to all "race »v .cing organizations and individuals". 

The July 1958, issue of "The Thunderbolt", self- 
described as the "official Racial Nationalist Organ of the 
National States Rights "Party" (NSRP) reported that rank and 
file "States Righters 1 had merged with the UWP un^er "the 
banner of the National States Rights Party" with, national 
offices at Post Office Box 26l, Jeffersonville, Indiana,, 

In November 1958, a source advised that the NSRP 
is composed of past members of the Ku Klux Klan and notorious 
anti-Semites„ 

Issue #19, dated June I960, of "The Thunderbolt" 
announced the address of the headquarters of the NSRP had been 
changed from Jeffersonville, Indiana, to Post Office Box 783 ^ 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

On June 17, I960, a source advised that EDWARD R. 
FIELDS, the Information Director of the NSRP, is the indivi¬ 
dual who "runs the NSRP". 

The March 19 j> 9, issue of the Anti-Defamation League 
Bulletin contained an article by JEROME BAKST entitled "Angry 
Young Men of Hate". Ru^sdipg EDW/ RD R. FIELDS, the article 
stated "FIELDS, 26 years old and a touisville chiropractor, 
is a key figure in the National States Rights Party and co¬ 
ordinator of all its activities, contacts and liaison with 
leaders of other hate groups . He apparently started Jew- 
baiting in his teens, aided STONER in the Christian Anti- 
Jewish Party, and got Involved in newspaper notoriety while 
attending chiropractor/ senccl in Davenport, Iowa. There, 
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APPENDIX 


early In 1954, according to newspaper reports, he pasted anti 
Jewish stickers on store windows during Brotherhood Week,” 

A source advised in May 1961, that Dr. EDWARD R, 
FIELDS participated in the disturbance at the Trailways Bus 
Station, Birmingham, on May 14, 1961 , involving the ’’Freedom 
Riders" and, in fact, caused the fighting there. 

The Ku Klux Klan has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 
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APPENDIX 

CHRISTIAN KNIGHTS OP THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE, 
Also known as The Ku Klux Klan 


On November 4, 196-3* a source advised that the 
organization known as the Christian Knights of the Invisible 
Empire (CKIE) held its first meeting at Lancaster, Cali¬ 
fornia, on October 19* 1963 . The source stated that the 
meeting was presided over by Wesley Albert Swift and that 
approximately thirty-eight members were inducted. The 
source stated that Swift explained to those present that 
the organization was actually the Ku Klux Klan, but since 
the Klan was regarded as illegal, they would call them^ 
selves the Christian Knights of the Invisible Empire. 

According to the source. Swift explained the 
objectives of the organization as being to preserve the 
Consitution of the United States and the white race and to 
fight communism. Members of this organization were issued 
cloth robes and white hoods with eye holes, the robes bear¬ 
ing on the breast a round blue shield and encircling a red 
cross. Members were urged to wear sidearms to all meetings. 


The source further stated that while William 
Potter Gale is the California State Leader of the CKIE and 
Wesley Albert Swift ranks as the second functionary or 
Chaplain, Swift is, in effect, the real power in the CKIE. 


On November 5. 1963 * a second source stated that 
a local leader of the CKIE in 


| had made plans indicating his intention to burn 
a television shop operated by a Negro at Quartz Hill 
(Lancaster), California. 


b6 
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On November 10, 1963 , the Los-Angeles County 
Sheriff's Office, Lancaster, California Substation, advised 
that on that date a television repair shop belonging to 
this Negro man was burned by the use of '‘Molotov" cocktails 
at Quartz Hill (Lancaster), California, and that their in- 


ventilation reflected that the fire was 

most orobablv set 

by| 


and another close associate. 



The first source advised on November 17 , 1963 * 
that the headquarters of the CKIE was then at Swift's 
home, located at 446l6 North Fig Street, Lancaster, Cali¬ 
fornia. This source advised on January 8, 1964, however, 
that Gale may entirely take over the CKIE at Lancaster* 
California, and in this event the new headquarters would be 
located at Gale's home, located at 1840 West Avenue K, 
Lancaster, California. . . ■■ ’ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 124S3-56) 


Via AIRTEL 


FBI 

Date: 5/12/64 

REGISTERED MAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-529)(P) 

SUBJECT: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE . 

MARTIN LUTHER KING i' }5 
AND JACK GREENBERG, 

ATTORNEY, NAACP, 

MOBILE, ALA., 5/17/64 
RM 

(00: Mobile) 

Reference is made to Miami teletype to the Bureau 
5/5/64 and Miami airtel to the Bureau 5/6/64 transmitting 
letterhead .memoranda-^3LHM) 'relating, fcp. information' indicat¬ 
ing. that attempts would be made to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING 
and JACK GREENBERG at Mobile on 5/17/64. > 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of 
LHM setting forth information concerning this matter, 
together with additional information developed at Mobile. 

2 copies of the airtel, together with 2 copies of the LHM 
are designated for all Offices which received copies of 
referenced Miami communication. 

3 - Bureau (Enc 8 ) 

2 - Atlanta (Enc 2 ) 

2 - Birmingham (Enc 2) 

2 - Charlotte (Enc 2) 

2.- Jacksonville (Enc 2) 

2 - Knoxville (Enc 2) 

2 - Little Rock (Enc 2) 

2 - Los Angeles (Enc 2) 

2 - Louisville (Enc 2) 

2_- Miami (157-1013)(Enc )2 
2y- Memphis (Enc 2 ) yy< 

'2 - Newark (Enc 2 ) 

2 - New Orleans (Enc 2) 

2 - New York (Enc 2) 

2 - Norfolk (Enc 2 ) 

2 - Richmond (Enc 2 ) 

2 - Savannah (Enc 2) 

2 - Tampa (Enc 2) 

2 - WFO (Enc 2) 

6 - Mobile (2 - 157 - 529 )(1 - 100-1396 - Racial Situation, 
JTB:gre Mobi leU1 - 1 57-517 - CARDEN)(l - 157-528 - GAAR) 
(45) (1 - I- NSRP) 









MO 157-529 


Mobile LHM is also being disseminated to local 
intelligence agencies and to U.S. Secret Service at Mobile. 



Mobile Office at Mobile will maintain close 
liaison with Mobile Police Department and racial sources 
and report any further information relating to any 
attempt to harm GREENBERG, 5/17/64. 
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/n Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Mobile,, Alabama 
May 22, 1964 


PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND. JAGK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
COLORED-PEOPLE (NAACP), MOBILE, ALABAMA, 
MAY 17, 1964 


In memorandum dated May 12, 1964, at Mobile, Alabama, 
information was set forth concerning captioned matter. 

On May. 15 , 1964. Intelligence 

Unit, Mobile Police PepairtmarLt, advised une Flo bile roiice Depart¬ 
ment had made detailed, -security plans for May 16-17, 1964, the 
dates on which the-Negro freedom rally was scheduled for Mobile. 

He said the ILA Hall,.where- the rally was to be held on these two 
dates, would be blocked off and no unauthorized persons allowed in 
the area. In the event National States Rights Party (NSRP) pickets 
were present during, the .Hegrp .meeting, several officers would be 
on hand to preserve ..the peace. 

It is noted that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING was not 
scheduled to come, to Mobile dp^ing this period. I ~l 

advised that JACK GREENBERGi^w ould be picked up at the municipal 
airport in a poXice--department vehicle an d accompanied to Mobile 
by a minimum of eigfrtr:o££ic'§rSj including ! | The route 

taken from the ai.-rpo.r.'t-licr'•Mobile would not be the usual route, 
and a minimum of two officers would stay with GREENBERG at all 
times while in Mobile. Plans were made to take GREENBERG back to 
the airport after he made his speech, and he would be taken to 
the airport .in the same manner he would be brought to Mobile, 
although a different route wou ld be used. T he routes to and from 

the airport were known only to_and Chief of Police 

JAMES J. ROBINSON and would be given to the police driver after 
travel was begun. 


j,**'#***) 


f 1 ^ 


auiAL'&o' > y ■ 

J/.AY >■ £* 1C3* 






PLOT TO .ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, ET.AL 


On May 17, 1964 J 

had held a rally in Mobile the night 
Avenue Armory, although JOHN KASPER, 
speaker, did not appear. There were 
sent a, t the meeting, and I 

I said there would be JMSRb' pickei 
on Sunday, May 17 , 1Q64. but they woi 

meeting on May 16, 1964J_ 

did not show up at the Negro meeting 


_pdvised that the tySRP 

of May 15 , 1964, at the Sage 
who w^^billed^ars a main 
onlv^about Xpersons pre- 


;S at -the" Wegfo freedom rally 
Lid not picket the Negro 
_|adyised the NSRP pickets 
May 16 , 1964. 


_|advised JACK GREENBERG had been noti¬ 
fied of the threat against his life by Mobile Negro leader JOHN L. 
LeFLORE, and GREENBERG'S schedule of arriyal in Mobile had been 
changed, and he was to come at a Slightly different time. 

On May 17, 1964,_Mobile Police 

Department, advised that five pickets of the NSRP had been at the 
Battle House Hotel in downtown Mobile for about one hour prior to 
1:30 p.m* that .date and-at 2s.30 p.m. the five moved over to the 
ILA Hall, wheife the- Negro freedom rally began at 2 p.m. The 
five men picketed forratamt one hour and left the area of the ILA 
Hall b efore JACK .GRE-ENBERG arr ived for his talk. The pickets were 
led by I 


|_ ladvised GREENBERG had arrived in Mobile 

at 12s 17 p.m.. May 17, 1964-, via Eastern Airlines and had been „ 
met at the municipal airport by police officers and taken to the 
home of local Negro- attorney VERNON CRAWFORD where he remained 
until time for his talk. ■ He*- was taken to the ILA Hall at about b 6 

4:30 p.m. where he immediately gave his talk, and shortly before b7c 

5 p^m ., he was taken -from" -‘the ILA Hall by the police to the 
municipal airport, where= : bee left for Atlanta, Georgia, aboard an 

Executive Aircraft Company chartered plane at 5*52 p.m. that date. 

advised there were no incidents or trouble in con¬ 
nection with GREENBERG 1 s appearance, and no attempts were made 
to cause harm to him. 

On May 20,- 1964-,- Negro leader JOHN L. LeFLORE ad¬ 
vised that the freedom day rally on March 16-17, 1964, was carried 
out without, any difficulty or any trouble. He said that a Mr. b 6 

a security agent for GREENBERG, had been in Mobile in b 7 c 
advance of GREENBERG'S arrival in order to assist in his protection. 
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PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING. ET AL 


NBC television cameras recorded GREENBERG’S talk at the ILA hall 
Du did not record any of the picketing activity outside. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI,, It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it. and its contents are not to be dis¬ 
tributed outside your agency. 
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DATE; 5/22/64 


REGISTERED. MAIL 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (157-1025) 

FROM; SAC, MOBILE (157-529)(C) 

SUBJECT: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 

AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, 
MOBILE, ALABAMA, 5/17/64 
RM 

(00: Mobile) 


Re Mobile airtel to Bureau 5/12/64 transmitting LHM 
relating to information indicating attempts would be made to kill 
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING and JACK GREENBERG at Mobile 5/17/64. 

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 8 copies of LHM 
setting forth additional information concerning this matter, in 
eluding GREENBERG-'s .•visit'' to and departure from mobile 5/17/64, 
without any harm being-done:to him. It is noted KING was not 
actually scheduled-to come "to Mobile. Two copies of the airtel, 
together with two -co pies ■ of- the LHM., are being designated for 
all offices which received copies of reairtel. 




3 - Bureau (Enc 8) 

2 - Atlanta (Enc 2) 

2 - Birmingham (Enc 2) 

2 - Charlotte (Enc 2) 

2 - Jacksonville (Enc 2) 

2 - Knoxville (Enc 2.) 

2 - Little Rock (Enc 2 
2 - Los Angeles (Enc 2 
2 - Louisville (Enc 2 ) 

2 - Miami (157-1013)(Enc 2) 
np- Memphis (Enc 2J\y -1-' » 

- Newark -(Enc 2 ) 

2 - New Orleans (Enc 2) 

2 - New York (Enc 2) 

2 - Norfolk (Enc 2) 

2 - Richmond (Enc 2 
2 - Savannah (Enc 2 
2 - Tampa (Enc 2) 

2 - WFO (Enc 2) , 1 _, _ 

6 - Mobile (2 - 157“529)(l- - 100-1396 - Raoi^i*"Situation. Mobile) 
JTB:pr (l - 157-517 - CARDEN)(l - 157-528 - GAAR)(1 - 
(45) NSRP) 









•MO 157-529 


The Mobile LHM is being disseminated to local intelli¬ 
gence agencies, as well a.s. the U. S. Secret Service at Mobile, 
which agency received the LHM 5/12/64. 


b6 
b7C 

Inasmuch as the information does not indicate any 
attempt will be made to commit any such acts in the Mobile terri¬ 
tory and as there is. no information to indicate that any of the 
stated Negro leaders are eoming to this territory, the Mobile file 
in this matter is being closed. 


The information, in Miami teletype 5/19/64 concerning 
further indication that ..attempts would be made to kill 8 Negro 
leaders, including KING, JAMES PARMER, head of CORE in New York, 
Congressman, APAM CLAYTON POWELL. pnH others was furnished on 

t°l i Mobile Police Department, 

Intelligence Unit. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


' • * 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
May 19, 1964 


RE: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP), MOBILE, ALABAMA 
MAY 17, 1964 

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES 


Reference is made to a previous communication dated 
May 13, 1964, captioned "SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES," and 
communication dated May 12, 1964, at Mobile, Alabama, 
captioned "PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING AND JACK 
GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACB, MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17, 1964." 

A source who has furnished reliable information in 
the past and in addition has furnished information which 
could not be verified or corroborated, advised as follows: 


On May 12, 1964, SIDNEY C. BARNES related to the 
source the entire interview he had with Bureau Agents on 
May 12, 1964. In discussing the interview, BARNES noted the 
FBI is very interested in the Baptist Church bombing in 
Birmingham, Alabama, and they appear to be on the "right 
track." BARNES related he is personally not concerned as he 
was in Mobile when the church was bombed, and the FBI could 
not incriminate him. However, the questions by the Agents 
indicated to him the FBI knows the identities of the persons 
responsible. BARNES attributed this remark to questions 
concerning Co'l. WILLIAM P. GALE of Lancaster, California, 
and "JEFF" GARDEN of Mobile, Alabama. BARNES advised that 
the Agents questioned him regarding numerous individuals 
from various parts of the country and in answering the 
Agents he made it a point to tell them that the individuals 
known to him he had only contacted one or two times and in 
some cases told them he did not know the individual^. ^ 
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RE: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, 
MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17, 1964; 

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES 


BARNES stated that in his opinion someone in 
Alabama has been doing a lot of talking. BARNES advised that 
the carbine gun obtained by the authorities in Mississippi, when 
"JEFF" CARDEN and HORACE GARR were arrested, belongs to Col. 
WILLIAM P. GALE. BARNES did not further elaborate except to 
say that CARDEN was keeping the gun for GALE. 

BARNES also told the source that he informed the 
Agents there will be racial violence in the south within the 
period of one month. 

BARNES said that the Agents questioned him regarding 
any recent trips he had made and that hes replied by telling 
the Agents he had not been out of the State of Florida since 
last fall, although he had made a recent trip to northern! 
Florida, but that this trip did not include Jacksonville, 

Florida. 


During the conversation BARNES said that if 
"MARTIN LUTHER KING goes to Alabama, he (KING) will not get 
out of the state alive." 

On May 19, 1964, the same source advised that ho 
was contacted by BARNES on May 18, 1964, at which time 
BARNES related as follows: 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


BARNES s tated that he made a long distance telephone 


call to |at Mobile, Alabama, on the evening of May 

17, 196 OZ He stated that "COON" did pot show, but that 
JACK GREENBERG was there. He said that since their main 
target was not there, there was no point in bothering with 
GREENBERG. 


He further advised that JOHN CASPER, described by. 
the source as a well known race agitator, was a "flop" and 
was not liked by the people in Mobile. BARNES said their 
"group" picketed the "Battle House" in Mobile, Alabama, on 
May 17, 1964. In addition, he stated that the Mobile 
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RE: PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, t&ACP, 
MOBILE, ALABAMA, IftY 17, 1964; 

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES 


police contacted the brother to[ 


, , - - — - —i_prior to the 

eek end of May 17, 1964. BARNES did not elaborate on 
this remark. 

BARNES stated that MARTIN LUTHER KING has been 
shooting off his mouth and if he comes tp Alabama he had 
better bring the Federal troops with him." BARNES stated 
about eight Negro leaders are listed to be killed, 
including_KI£JG; JAMES FARMER (head of CORE, New York City); 


(FNU)[ 


not further identified; Congressman ROBERT 


CLAYTON POWELL and others, who were not identified by 
BARNES. 3 


b6 
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b6 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 

airtel 


Date: 5/19/64 

(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED WAIL 

(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION: 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (P) 


CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, 
MOBILE, ALABAMA, 5/17/64 \ 

RACIAL MATTERS 1 

(00: MOBILE) ) 

(Miami file 157rl013) 1^ nO 


SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNE 
RACIAL MATTERS 
(00: MIAMI) 

(Miami file 157-918) 

(Bureau file 157-1263) 


\ 

,ot\sn- 393 

'V 

s']' 


Re Miami airtel and LHM, 5/6/64 and Mobile 
airtel and LHM, 5/12/64, captioned "PLOT TO ASSASSINATE 
MARTIN LUTHER KING AND JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, 

MOBILE, ALA., 5/17/64, RMj" Miami airtel and LHM, 5/13/64, 
and Miami airtel, 5/15/64, captioned "SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 
aka, EM;" and Miami teletype 5/19/64, to Bureau, Atlanta, 
Birmingham, New Orleans, New Yonk-.a«d WFQ~, captioned as 
above. _..... 

4 - Bureau (Enc-8) 

(1 - 157-1263) 1 ' i; -' 

2 - Atlanta (Enc-2) \ b6 

2 - Birmingham (Enc-2) // b7c 

2 - Chdrlotte (Enc-2) -*="- Hy/ 

2 - Jacksonville (Enc-2) ' 

2 - Little Rock (Enc-2) (COPIES CONTINUED PAGE 2) 


sum TT^J 

SERIAL >/' ' \Jy 





Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 








MM 157-1013 
MM 157-918 




Copies Continued: 

2 - Louisville (Enc-2) 

2 - Mobile (Enc-2) ^ 

C_2X Memphis (Enc-2)\iA-X\ /5^'~ ^ ^ 

2 - Newark (Enc-2) 

2 - New York (Enc-2) 

2 - New Orleans (Enc-2) 

2 - Knoxville (Enc-2) 

2 - Richmond (Enc-2) 

2 - Norfolk (Enc-2) 

2 - Savannah (Enc-2) 

2 - Tampa (Enc-2) 

2 - WFO (Enc-2) 

4 - Miami 

(1 - 157-1013) 

(1 - 157-918') 

(1 “I I 

(1 - 66-2586)- 

LCP:jit 
(44) 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum, captioned as above. Copies are 
being furnished to iisted Offices as indicated, based on 
remarks that BA.RNES indicated he anticipates traveling 
throughout the Southeast section of the U. S. 

Two copies of this letterhead memorandum are 
being furnished locally to U* S. Secret Service and one 
copy is being furnished to the Field Office, 111th INTC 
Group, Miami, Fla., Region 7. 


Source used in letterhead memoran dum is 


No specific leads are being set forth* but all 
Offices should be alert for any information indicating a 
plot to assassinate Negro leaders* 
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MM 157-1013 
MM 157-918 


On 5/19/64, BARNES could not be located at his 
residence to be re-interviewed. 

SINCE BARNES IS KNOWN TO HAVE A CARBINE RIFLE. 
HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

—— ~ ~ - ■■ n ■ — .. m m i i - ■■■ ■■ » "'■■■■ l ' • .1 '■ » 
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In Reply , Phase Refer to 
File No,' 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Fldrida 
July 2, 1964 


RE: SIDNEY CRPCKETTE BARNES 


MM T-l, who has furnished reliable Information 
in the past and in addition has furnished information 
which could not be verified or corroborated, advised 
as follows: 

On June 29, 1964, Sidney Barnes advised MM T-l 
that he planned to depar t Miami, Florida, Thursday, July 
2. 1964. and will reside! j 


Bdrne 


_ MM Z-l adv ised Barnes informed him/that 

1 Noah/Carden, and Horace / Garr a re £ 7( 

taking an dctive part Ms the NationalT^Sta^es Rights b7] 

Party in the Alabama-Mississippi a_ .. 

A characterization of the National States 
Rights Party is attached hereto and sources 
therein ha\^ burnished reliable information 
in the p- 

On July 1, 1964, MM T-l advise Miami 

Police Department that from conversation .ad with • 

Barnes MM T-l received the impression 'chat Barnes, b6 

_N te.rden, and Horace Ga? have access b7c 

to a supply oi j and explosives. <-l pol-, t*d b 7 E 

out that this vas his personal impression and if nese 
individuals have access to firearms or explosives they 
would be located somewhere in Alabama or Mississippi. 

v >? 

MM T-2, w^i^.was in a piosition observe some 
of the activities at. ; the Barnes residence, advised 
Sidney Barnes departed the Miami area in the a.nr. of 
July 2, 1964 in a car loaded with personal belonglngs-^r- 

SEARCHED/2>_INDE>p ] 

• " SERIALIZED_^^-EILED^- 

1 III I g - 1QC /| 






appendix 


I. 


NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY 


On November 26, 1957, a source advised that the 
United White Party (UWP) was organized at a convention held 
in Knoxville, Tenn' on November 10, '957. An article 

in the November 2% 1957, issue of th^ "Greenville Piedmont," 
a newspaper of ~ cnville, South Carolina, repdrted that a 
"Ku Klux Klan »*>ckci?:san of Greenville reported the recent 
formation of a new political party to be known as the United 
White Party." According to the article, the party was formed 
at a recently held meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, at which 
many Klansmen were represented. The UWP was reported as being 
opposed to all "race mixing organizations and individuals." 

The July, 1958, issue of "The Thunderbolt," self- 
described as the "official Racial Nationalist Organ of the 
National States Rights Party" (NSRP) reported that rank and 
file "States Rlghters" had merged with the UWP under 
"the banner of the National States Rights Party," with 
national offices at Post Office Box 261, Jeffersonville, 
Indiana. 


In November, 1958, a source advised that the NSRP 
is composed of past members of the Ku Klux Klan and 
notorious anti-Semites. 

Issue No. 19, dated June, 1960, "The Thunderbolt" 
announced the address of the headquarters of the NSRP had 
been changed from Jeffersonville, Indiana, to Post Office 
Box 783, Birmingham, Alabama. 

On June 17, 1960, a source advised that EDWARD 
R. FIELDS, the Information Director of the NSRP, is the 
individual who "runs the NSRP." 

"The Thunderbolt" continues to publish articles 
attacking Negroes and persons of the Jewish faith. 





Re: Sidney Crockette Barnes 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



* ilACKSP N, Miss.—-Martin. Lutfem^-King comes to 
this ^racially brpubled state today. to aid the newly 
formed Mississippi, Freedom Democratic' Party'in. its 
vdiiye to. unseat the . all-white y&^ar.democratic dele- 
sation to next month’s natiohalfconvehtion^. -r-f 
j rights, leaders;.said' Dr:^' ' ~ : —’ : — A 


iswu rignts. teaaers:saia urnr^T—.. . 7 . wzrm” 
Xing, header-the Southern Negfo Tougalpo CollegeVnear 
Christian.' -Leadership Confer-' Jackson. ... . < C 

ence‘would spend at least fiye,. Mrs:. Gray said-a campaign 
days in the state, speakingnat would': be. launched to ' get 


mass-rallies, in,Jackson; Grefm 
wood, -Meridian and \Vie|s- 
ipurg; 

Another N-egr o 


. 7 V . vuy yun 

gress ’ ; of, Racial Equality, is 
scheduled-to. .arrive in-Missis¬ 
sippi later"-tKis.‘-week tp> boost 
the , F r e e -dh-m-’ Democratic 
Party movement. « 

Even before the formal ; nv- 
nouricement. organizing the 
Freedom ^ Democrats . yest;r- 
day, • the • group-'-had received : 
assurances; from r e.g uhar 
Democratic' delegations in'New 
York, Michigaft, -Wisconsin-, 
Oregon, California and;Colo- 

’ lli J £1 * A ' 


lOOjOOO Negrpes, to sign a 
-freedom registration’roll” to 
dramatize to the ■national con- 
v !ntioiirtiie.'number of'Negroes 
d: sfranchised .in .the state. r 
; Mississippi, according to ui - 
official; estimates has- somj 
26^00; registered Negro voters 
out of 450,000-of voting age/ 
The regulardemocrats hold; 
their state‘.convention here; 
July- 28V"tp name thd-national! 
•delegates ^ and decide On a! 
cpurse' in -ithie .presidential! 
electibn. ”> ‘ f 
^Unpledged: elector forces of 
.fdrmervGpyi itoss Barpett are 
expected- to-hold: the upper 

rnm mmsm 

jtije.. National Democratic. Jcpn- candidacy; of • Alabama Gov., 
vention-..which, begins. Aug.;24 George-/ ; ^allgce,, 'yvhp .with- 
at Atlantic City, N., J.. ; drew- .from' tfi.e- 'presidential) 

Mrs. .Victoria Gray,.a;. Hat? race-^Usdsy?>. • • V 1 
tiesburg Negro housewife; said ~ 
tho-.-party was formed'because 
Mississippi Negroes haven’t 
teen able to vote in sufficient, 
njumbers/to force, a changern 
the regular' Democratic party, 
structure,;, I" 

Mrk .Gray,.:.ah; unsuccessful! 
candidate against Sen. : John Cl 
Stennis,; D-Miss., in. the recent 
Democratic p r.i-.m a rj^-Was 
named..as the Freedom Demo- 
ciats?^ .national! committr- 
w >man; 

The national comniitteem 
isr ;the.- Rev. Edwin, King-,.; 

White Mefhodist ministerwhy 
is. chaplain jat predominantly 
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FROM: NEW YORK 

BUFILE 100-442529; ATLANTA FILE 100-6670; NEW YORK FIgE 
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NEW YORK THREE EIGHT ONE ZERO DASIp'S* ADVISED EVENING 
OF THIS DATE THE REV* MARTIN LUTHER KING, STAYING AT HOLIDAY 
INN, MEMPHIS, TENN. WAS IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH 
STANLEY LEVINSON, NYC. DURING CONVERSATION KING MENTIONED 
THAT STOELEY CARMICHAEL OF SNCC WILL PROBABLY "DO TIME" 

WITH REGARDS RECENT ATLANTA RACIAL RIOT. HE ADDED THAT IF 
ASKED BY REPORTERS AT PRESS CONFERENCE THIS EVENING IN 
MEMPHIS RE CARMICHAEL, HE WOJLD ONLY SX STATE THAT IN LINE 
WITH AMERICAN TRADITION OF JURISPRUDENCE A MAN IS INNOCENT 
UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY. KING ADDED HE WOULD SAY IN EFFECT THAT 

Vr^ 

THE MATTER IS PRESENTLY IN THE COURTS AND HE (KING) DOES 

NOT HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH IT. KING FEFT HE COULD GIVE 

GENERAL STATEMENT RE CARMICHAEL FOR PRESENT BUT EVENTUALLY 

CARMICHAEL WOULD BE CALLING KING FOR SUPPORT. LEVINSON AND 

KING AGREED THAT IF CARMICHAEL IS CONVICTED OF ENCITMENT TO 

RIOT CHARGE "THEY" WILL HAVE TO BLAME THOSE FORCES WHICH /X7-313-/X 
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COMPELLED HIM TO RIOT. SOURCE ADVISED KING AND LEVINSON /U^l\ 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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PAGE TWO 

BID NOT ELABORATE RE TERM "FORCES” BUT BELIEVED POSSIBLY 
REFERRED TO THE NEGRO STRUGGLE IN CIVIL RIGHTS. END. 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 











